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· Historically, English learners (ELs) have been under-identified for Special Education services in our district.  Recently, however, we have seen improvements: approximately ten percent of our ELs receive both types of service.  
· It is often difficult to know if ELs are having speech/language difficulties or ESL-related problems—or both.  A team decision can help resolve that question.

· The ESL teacher should be invited to TAT, PNC, and IEP meetings if a second language student is the subject—especially the initial meetings.  This is an MDE requirement.

· In most cases, you will need to hire interpreters for assessments and IEP meetings.  Avoid using family members or close friends.

· We receive grant funding to pay our interpreters.  Your school secretary and/or guidance counselors have current lists of people you can call.  

· Follow guidelines in the ELL Companion to Reducing Bias in Assessment on the MDE website under Special Education, then Cultural and Linguistic Diversity.

· There is no prescribed waiting period before assessing ELs for special education services.  See the notice below from Elizabeth Watkins, ELL and Minority Issues, Minnesota Department of Education:


Questions?  Please contact Kate Jensen at 748-7593 or kjensen1@isd622.org.
ESL Waiting Period





Best practice:  Wait 1 – 2 years before referring for disabilities such as SLD unless:





(there is parental concern;


(there are health and developmental history, sensory status, 


  educational history factors, etc. that indicate risk;


(ESL/bilingual education teacher reports difference in rate and 


  manner of learning English.





If one or more of these factors exist, proceed with assessment.  While waiting, do something!  (Prereferral interventions)


MN CFL  - Elizabeth Watkins 








